Patrols lock in their positions

Jennifer Foreshew

PATROLLIY
Ene out to 200 naut

when it involves tracking |II\1,.|I
ng vessels in the dead of
night
Australian  Fisheries Manage-
ment Authority complianee offi-
cers must be sure an unautho-
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The problem: Compliance staff
al sea were using complicated
paper maps and radio to detect
illegal fishing. The process was
even more difficult at night.
The process: The authority

rised vessel is at fault when they  ntroduced Map Intelligence
apprehend it technology including business
In reoent wvears they  have bilities, Excel
i ec ce

calculated GPS S
p paper maps and radio contact

with head office, but that was a

cumbersome process,

**For our officers to have a GPS
co-ordinate and then to try and
work out on a map whether the
fishermen were in the right zone
or in & marine park. they needed

capability,” says the o

y information  manage-

ment systems general manager,
Mark Farrell.

“We have it back here in
Canberra on our servers, but our
people out in the field couldn't
connect via the
suitable communications facili

w here to be able to
ploaud maps

I

its %55 million
protecting  Australia®s  northern
borders from illegal fishing
s about 230 stafl spread
across three locations in €
Darwin and on lllur\n 1y
Island in the Torres 5
The authority ms s more
than 20 fisheries. including deep-
waler finfish and tuna spedies,
n fishing on the

high seas.
It also
povernment

several
ensure
nternational
. as well as

works  with
bodies o
with

authority has been collea-
gz commonwealth fisheries data
for more than two decades.

It uses the ESRI ARCIMS
mapping syst
ness Intelligence and Oracle da
tabases, as well as a variety of
Excel spreadsheets to gather and
store information collated from
sources such as observer and
research data, log books and
catch-disposal records

The authority began using In-

cllent and a laptop standalone
package.

The result: Field staff have more
efficient and convenient access
to data at any time. Staff
decision making and evidence
gathering are improved.

tegen's Map Intelligence software

wo vears ago

It allows fisherics m ers 1o
transform  disparate  flat  fikes,
maps and dashboards b dy-

ased mapping .1|\|\!|

agers can do their own
v visual reports without refy-
ing on spedalist programmers.
The authority uses Mag Intelli-

gence Server connected to its
geopraphie  nformation  system
server platform.

Map Intelligence’s business in-

telligen ce enables the
uthority to analyse and map

hery catch data over time,
querving the database and slicing

and Ijll1|||.. as required for

A ago, the authority began
using the Map Intelligence Exeel
client to provide staff with an ad
hoe location analysis capability
from their desktops, using Excel
and mapping data against the
central server

Compliance staff use this to
map sightings of illegal fishing
vessels. particul in northern
.’\u~lr1 I-

a spal
Ih\‘ fishing vessel
range of authority charts and
s

The authority’s 20-plus fieki
team was issued with toughened
laptops this vear to provide a
pilar function to the
client.

genee technology has abso im-
proved decision-making for feld

‘This has given our staff certainty that
they are doing the right thing out there’

Mark Farrell, AFMA Information systems general manager

our zone when patrol
past and then they*ll try to duck
in and do a bt of Ashing once we
h.uu |\||I|(' [l.l\‘ .|n|| get hack out

I is designed to run in stand:
akone mode so that field stafl on
activities at sea, remote from any

granular level to see the bounda

i
other marks put on the maps to
“We provide all the latest  indicate things such as ol wells™
maps through softwaire distrilsi-
tion or other means so they can
put in a GPS co-ordinate through
Excel, see the results on a map
and plot exactly where they are,”

who s dedng that, Imt because we
are |=.||m|ii:m aroumnd a 1im' on a

stafl, and once it i mapped and
e they i in lh(‘ zone or 0'|l| of

Farrell says the Map Intelli-
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